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 From the President 
 
   
 

Happy New Year to my fellow “Friends” of Knox Farm! 

Despite the pandemic we have a lot going on at the park. 

A sub team of the Board, led by Dave Schifferle and Martha Augat are working with state and 
park staff to ready the Guest House for a potential late spring opening. 

With the restrictions on large gatherings, our wedding venue and spring art show are on hold 
until further notice; thus we feel if we can open the Guest House as a very unique Airbnb to 
just a few overnight guests we can still bring in some revenue.  If you want to help please 
contact Kathleen York.   

We have also finalized the expansion of our agreement with NYS Parks to manage both the 
Guest House and the stables properties.  The Stables need a lot of work, so in the short term 
it can host only outdoor events.  However; it has tremendous long-term possibilities. 

If we take a longer view we have lots of bookings for weddings and events so, all is not 
gloomy. 

I’d like to recognize the special contributions of Marcia McNallie, our house manager.  Marcia 
has been a godsend.  She and her husband Kevin are relocating to Ohio, early in the new 
year.  We wish them the best.  They will be missed. 

We welcome new board members Lee Evans and Jody Vasquez who are sure to contribute a 
lot of energy. 

Special thanks to Park Manager Andy Hillman.  In case you are not aware Andy has had to 
take on added responsibility this year for Evangola State Park.  However, he has been a 
tremendous ally to us. 

I wish you all a very healthy and happy new year!  

 

Jerry Irving,  

President 



 

 
Executive Director’s Report: 
 

January is a time to reflect on the past twelve months and look towards the future. While 2020 presented us with 
plenty of challenges, we have much to be thankful for. Through incredible efforts, New York State Parks Recreation 
and Historical Preservation managed to keep our parks open throughout the pandemic. Record attendance 
numbers attest to the importance of this access to our parks, and I agree with Barb Kawa’s recognition of all the 
park employees for their work and dedication. In a year that could have been considered a success just for 
remaining open, Knox has achieved the following:  

 A generous grant from The Vogt Family Foundation has resulted in many of the new trees you see planted at 
the entrance to the park. More will follow in the spring along with the opportunity to donate trees to honor loved 
ones.  

 The barn project is underway with contracts being bid during the winter months and work to commence once the 
weather permits. This project is a collaboration between the Friends, the State, and Parks & Trails, NY. 

 What did we do before the parking lot expansion and dog park improvements?! Our park manager and the State 
get all the credit for that one- it is the result of almost two years of planning, but the timing of its completion 
couldn’t have been better.  

 Our mansion and events manager Marcia McNallie  defined the term “pivot” this year and successfully pulled off 
a virtual holiday arts and crafts event as well as several smaller events at the house (once mandates allowed).  

 In December, New York State Parks expanded its agreement with The Friends to include management of the 
Guest House (adjacent to the Mansion) and the Stables complex. This is another achievement resulting from 
well over a year of planning and hard work, and will have far reaching effects for both the Friends and the park. 

 Improvements on the guest house started last December with a new roof and are continuing with a total HVAC 
replacement and interior renovations. It is our hope to have this building functional by late spring.  

 Improvements to the Mansion including a new access ramp, resurfaced floors, and critical electrical 
improvements. 

 Garden Club!- While weddings were cancelled and postponed this year, the garden club took advantage of the 
extra  time to improve the grounds surrounding the mansion. Did you see the new garden gate? The result of a 
park visitor seeing a need and offering his talents. (Thanks Chris Malik!) The Garden club also sold greeting 
cards during our Virtual Holiday Extravaganza and still have some available: Support the gardeners and 
purchase some beautiful cards: 

   https://www.etsy.com/shop/KnoxFarmGardenClub?ref=search_shop_redirect 

 The Friends of Knox Farm State Park have welcomed new memberships and donations as a result of these 
improvements and gratitude for the park.   

 This support will be increasingly important in the next year. The work and improvements you see now are the 
result of grants, work and planning reaching back a year and more. Traditional funding has since disappeared 
due to the financial stress put on the state and other funding sources. With our new projects and responsibilities 
at the park, the support of our members is more critical than ever.  

Looking forward to a 2021 where we can gather at Knox! 

 

Kathleen York 
admin@friendsofknoxfarm.org 

 

 



 

     
Letter from a member (Barb Kawa): 

 

 

I would like to share two things.    

#1..Andy has done.. and continues to do.. an amazing job of maintaining and improving the park.  I 
finally feel safe walking on the paved areas again, thanks to his efforts to stop all the unnecessary 
traffic.  The number of new trees is impressive, the new parking lot was sooo welcome!  

#2 I would personally like to add my compliments to the result of the hard work performed by Audrey.  I 
have told her many times that I have never seen a harder worker ...I have seen her PUSHING a 
lawnmower around the mansion and guest house on the hottest of summer days...trimming shrubs 
down near the stables, kneeling at each new tree to pull weeds and loosen mulch, hand trimming long 
grass inaccessible to a mower.Her attention to detail is one of the reasons the park looks as good as it 
does. She told me she’d been at the park for 20 years, and her love for it is obvious.  She will be sorely 
missed by all who enjoy the park.  She is a rare treasure. 

 

State Park Employee Audrey Petrie retires after more than 20 
years in the state park system. Her hard work, dedication to the 
grounds, and smiling face will be sorely missed.  



 

 

 

Virtual Holiday Shopping Extravaganza  

By Marcia McNallie, Event & Facilities Manager 
 

This year our virtual event had forty-seven vendors and five sponsors.  

Big shout out to our sponsors: Borderland Music and Arts Festival, Classic Events Catering, East 
Aurora Cooperative Market, Hilltop Holidays NY and Mud Sweat N’ Gears.  

Thank you to all our vendors as well:  A Kid’ll Eat Ivy Designs, Anytime Jewelry Design, At 88 
Textile Designs, Aunt Alice’s Vintage, Barbara Grace Journals, bfloGals, BrewMatch, Buffalo 
Roots, Bun to Beard, Cindy’s Creations, Color Street with Erica, Crunchi (Nicole Brattlie), Dogs 
Over The Moon Studio, Doro Studios, FilmXposed, Frontier Catering, Home Décor by K, Kristen 
Smigielski Music, Lana’s The Little House, Love This Day Cards & Crafts, M&M Pickles, 
MadissaDesigns, Michael A. Cancilla Jr. Fine Art & Photography, Nanny Goat Bizarre, Norwex 
(Jessica Whalen), PUREly Scentual Soaps, Sandra Anne Designs, Sarah Connaughton 
Photography, Signature Home Styling & Gifts (Karen Weaver), Sticks and Stones, Spot of Tee, 
Suzeq’s Crafts, That Popcorn Shack, Thirty One Gifts (JoJo Haynes), Traveling Growler, Virtue 
Soap Co. and Wild Mountain Organics.    

Please continue to support these small businesses throughout the year! 

To gage the success of the event a survey was sent out to all the vendors.  Here’s a glimpse of 
what was reported: One vendor had over 400 visits alone to her website!  Another vendor said 
she did more sales in the last month than the previous five all together!  All in all, the responses 
were positive and nearly all respondees reported increased sales. 

The 2020 Mansion Rental Season 

By Marcia McNallie, Event & Facilities Manager 
 

As you can imagine, this was a very unusual year.  Thankfully, the mansion was able to be rent-
ed out for events with a max of fifty guests; seven weddings were held at the mansion this year. 

We also held our first ever micro-mansion events.  This included two intimate anniversary din-
ners.  One couple even celebrated their seventh anniversary, having been married in the man-
sion the year we started renting it out!  There also was a small dinner party of ten as well as a 
corporate meeting.  Both took place in the screened-in porch. 

Huge shout out to our group of ten volunteer mansion monitors for their assistance at the wed-
dings!  Without them, we would not have not been able to pull it off this year. 



 

 
Best Wishes to the McNallies: 

  

Kevin and Marcia McNallie have been the Dynamic 
Duo here at the park. Kevin has been with NYS 
Parks for 32 years and was the first park manager 
at Knox. In the past five years he has developed the 
Natural Resource Center at Knox as the Western 
District Nursery Manager. The Nursery grows native 
species plants for distribution throughout NYS 
Parks.  Marcia has been the event and facilities 
manager for the Friends of Knox Farm State Park 
since 2013 and has been instrumental in the 
success at the mansion and more recently with 
events; managing a Virtual Holiday Arts and Crafts 
Show last month, maintaining the Friends presence 
as an important holiday tradition. Kevin and Marcia 
will be relocating to Ohio to start a new chapter in 
the next few months, leaving a huge gap for both 
the park and the Friends. While many of us consider 
Marcia irreplaceable, we will be looking to redefine 
her position to include some of the new roles put 
into place due to the expanded agreement with the 
state. We want to wish both Kevin and Marcia the 
very best and thank them for their years of 
contributions to the park.  

A $10,000 grant from the Vogt Family Foundation funded the purchase of a 
new gravity fed 500 gallon water tank and approximately 30 trees to be 
placed at the entrance of the park. Thank you Vogt Family! 

 



 

 

 
 
 
Matthew Nusstein  
Park Naturalist  
New York State Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation 

 
  Knox Nature News 

 
    

Winter has come yet again to Western New York, wrapping up a year that was very unexpected to 
say the least. A noticeable outcome of the COVID-19 pandemic is a significant increase in people looking 
to head outside and reconnect with nature. The outdoors has long been an outlet to escape the stresses of 
everyday life, and with a new emphasis on socially distant activities, our parks and preserves are a gateway 
to all.  

The cold snowy months can be a daunting time to continue our outdoor pursuits, with the option of 
staying inside, nice and warm, being much more alluring. However, winter is an excellent time to begin one 
of nature’s greatest pastimes, birdwatching.  

The best part of birdwatching, it allows the opportunity to remain indoors, watching birds from your 
favorite window. The experience will be even better provided you entice the birds with various food 
offerings, which can be presented in an exciting array of bird feeders. 

 
This winter is shaping up to be one of the best times to delve into the world of feeder watching. A shortage 
of seed crops in the northern boreal forests, has caused a mass irruption of various species of finches across 
the country. Pine Grosbeaks, Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins, Common and Hoary Redpolls and Red and 
White-winged Crossbills are all heading south in numbers that haven’t been observed in decades. The 
reason being, they are looking for food. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter finches, clockwise from bottom left: Pine Grosbeak (male), Purple Finch (male), White-winged Crossbill (male), Evening Grosbeak 
(female), Common Redpoll (male), Red Crossbill (female), Pine Siskin (male). Illustration by Jen Lobo. allaboutbirds.org  

 



 

  
 Knox Nature News Continued.. 

  

Any given winter, a feeder watcher should expect to see Black-capped Chickadees, White-breasted 
Nuthatches, Tufted Titmice, Blue Jays, and several species of woodpeckers visiting their feeders. To the 
delight of many, the normal colors of gray, white and black from our year-round birds, are now being mixed 
with the striking yellows and reds of northern winter finches.  

While there is no guarantee and it is hard to predict when and where these colorful northerners will 
appear, there are ways you can improve your odds of attracting them to your yard. Fill your feeders with oil-
rich nyjer seed, sunflower seed, safflower seed, peanut butter and suet spreads. A heated bird bath will make 
your yard a winter retreat. Being birds from the boreal forest, having conifers growing nearby is an added 
bonus.  

Of course, nothing beats a good old-fashioned walk through the woods with a handy pair of 
binoculars. Look for hiding places such as thick shrub lines, open water, and natural sources of food to 
locate the greatest diversity of winter birds. Whether it be the familiar Black-capped Chickadee or an 
unfamiliar visitor from the north, birds are a perfect way to warm the soul during the winter months. 

 
 

 Matt Nusstein, Park Naturalist  

 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
Friends please be aware 



 

 
Friends - Please Share with anyone you may know who is 
looking for a unique venue to hold an event.  Thank You! 



 

 
 

Your Input Matters 

 We would like to hear from you. If  you have thoughts about the park that you would like 
to share with the Friends Board of  Directors and the readers of  this newsletter, email 
them to us at admin@friendsofknoxfarm.org  We will include them in a future issue of  
the newsletter as space permits. 

P.O. Box 601  -  East Aurora  -  New York 14052 

 www.friendsofknoxfarm.org 

For VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES or TO JOIN ONLINE 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.friendsofknoxfarm.org 

*Business members are listed and linked on our website 

About The Friends of Knox Farm State Park:  
  
The Friends of Knox Farm State Park, Inc. is a not-for-profit corporation.  Our primary mission is to pro-
mote, support, preserve and protect the recreational facilities, natural habitats, permanent green space 
and historic education programs and activities that develop an understanding and appreciation for the 
Park, nature and the environment. We work under a partnership with New York State Office of Parks and 
Recreation to facilitate our mission.   


