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Submitted by Deborah Williams who is a member of Friends of Knox Farm and an 
award winning travel writer. 

Winston, Piper, Peter and Petra, Cleopatra, Arthur, Bear, Abby, Herman—these are some of 
our new dog friends thanks to Knox Farm. Sam, my Labrador retriever, and I have been 
enthusiastic supporters of Knox Farm and the dog park since it opened. 

     When Sam and I returned from Florida in early April it was to a world unlike anything we or 
anyone else had ever experienced. The weather was mostly awful, and we were alone and 
expected to stay that way.  

     Sam is an especially social dog and normally a busy volunteer with the SPCA Serving Erie 
County Paws for Love program as a therapy dog. He is one of the airport dogs and regularly 
visits schools and libraries where children read to him. He also visits the Aurora Adult Day 
center and a group home in East Aurora. This volunteer activity was an important part of both 
our lives and of course had all stopped. 

      We were alone in our country home with acres of land but no people and no other dogs. 

      Knox Farm quickly became our escape. We rarely missed a day in April and May. Our visits 
meant people and other dogs. The dogs could greet each other, and the owners could chat at a 
distance. A dozen park visitors recognized Sam from his volunteer activities. 

       We discovered new trails and sections of the park. We watched winter slowly leave and 
the emergence of flowers in the lovely gardens. We both stayed in shape and lost weight—
easily reaching 10,000 and more steps. Best of all we stayed healthy in mind and body. 

      Thank you, Knox Farm and all the wonderful staff and volunteers! 

 

Author: The Erie Canal: Exploring New York's Great Canals 
Winner: SATW Lowell Thomas Gold Travel Writing Award 
Member: Society of American Travel Writers (SATW) 
Member: American Society of Journalists and Authors 

 

 

 

 

Sam Sam and his new friends 



 

 

Executive Director’s Report 

  An important lesson we have learned in light of the current health and economic crisis has 
been to remain flexible with our plans. It has been something of a “hurry up, and wait” kind of 
spring here at Knox Farm. Many of the activities we worked so hard to plan have been 
cancelled or postponed. Other projects are on hold while funding gets allocated. I reported in 
the last newsletter that the board resolved to invest $100,000 into the park this year. Since that 
decision, New York State Parks has put a freeze on all projects not deemed necessary for 
health and safety or critical needs. At the same time, Knox Farm has seen record attendance 
during the months when so many other venues have been closed. This means that projects 
funded through The Friends are more important than ever, and we are working on ways to 
make that money create the biggest impact for the park. A recent visit with Senator Gallivan and 
discussions with the State are paving the way for the Friends of Knox Farm to make some 
lasting improvements in this park we all love so well. Many thanks to all of you who made “I 
Love My Park Month” a successful fundraising campaign and membership drive. In addition, the 
Friends have received two generous grants in the past month. Details are explained below. 
Finally, I would encourage you to help us as we partner with our local brewery, 42 North in the 
month of July. For every pint or six pack of their flagship beer Day Trekker sold during the 
month, the folks at 42 North will donate one dollar to the Friends. So; take a hike in the park, 
then head over to the brewery and support the Friends!  

 Kathleen York  

admin@friendsofknoxfarm.org  

 

From the President 
 

Dear Fellow Members: 

 We are blessed to have Knox Park in our backyard.  It’s the perfect refuge in these turbulent times. 
 
 I am reminded of a Rush song “The Trees” 
 Part of it goes like this. 
 “There is trouble in the forest, trouble with the trees. 
The Maples want more sunlight but the Oaks ignore their pleas. 
The Oaks can’t help their feeling, that they like the way their made, and they wonder why the Maples can’t 
be happy in their shade” 
 This is an allegory to the strife that’s gripping the country. 
 
But I believe, as I stroll through Knox park, that we can all support fairness, respect and dignity for all. Can’t 
we? 
 
Knox park is a special place.  My hope is that we won’t need the park as a refuge, but rather as symbol of 
how special our world can be everywhere. 
 
 The” Friends” are working to make the park a wonderful place for everyone, this generation, and 
generations that will follow. 
 
Won’t you help us? 
 
Jerry Irving,  
President 



 

 
  

Friends of Knox Farm receives $10,000 from Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy 
Funds: 

 

In June, The Friends of Knox Farm received a $10,000 grant.   From The Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. 
Legacy Funds administered by the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo. “The 
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Funds were established at the Community Foundation to provide 
support to four areas that were important to Mr. Wilson: caregivers, community assets, design 
and access, and youth sports. Endowment funds, like these created to honor Mr. Wilson, are 
designed to grow over time and provide funding for charitable causes according to a client’s 
wishes”.  With postponed wedding rentals at the Mansion, and cancelled summer fundraisers, 
this is a timely gift that will allow us to continue the work we have planned for the year without 
having to reallocate money towards office and mansion operating expenses. The Friends are 
grateful for this assistance and for the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Funds’ support that acknowledges 
the importance of our mission. 

 

 

 

Friends of Knox Farm receives $10,000 from The Vogt Family Foundation: 

The Friends of Knox Farm received a $10,000 grant in June from The Vogt Family 
Foundation at the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo. The Friends also 
received a $1,000 gift from The Vogt Family Foundation in December of 2019. The current 
grant will allow the Friends and the park to put into place a program for the public to 
purchase trees for the park as a memorial or honorarium to loved ones. The existing 
memorial bench program has been in place for several years, and with approximately two 
dozen benches in place; it was time to find an alternate way to give back to the park through 
a memorial program. The Vogt Family grant is being used to purchase a 500-gallon water 
trailer, irrigation bags, and tree wraps; all needed to insure the successful transplant of 
mature trees. The remainder of the funds will be used to start the program with trees 
purchased and planted along the newly expanded parking area. The memorial fund of 
Matthew Arendt was used to initiate this grant, and trees purchased from his family and 
friends will be planted in the dog park. Knox Farm State Park is a special place to many 
people. Creating a sustainable program that replaces lost and aging trees while honoring 
loved ones benefits everyone who treasures the park. More information on the program will 
be available soon on The Friends’ website. (www.friendsofknoxfarm.org). Thank you to the 
Vogt Family Foundation for your continued support of Knox Farm State Park; your gifts will 
have lasting benefits.  

 

http://www.friendsofknoxfarm.org


 

 

  
 
 
 New Parking at the Park! 

 

If you have been to Knox Farm recently you will have experienced the newly renovated 
parking lot and entrance. If you haven’t been lately, you can anticipate 130 new spaces, 
better handicap accessibility, and a direct entrance and exit off Buffalo Rd. (just north of the 
original entrance). Drainage issues were also addressed and landscaping will complete the 
project.   

This State funded effort has been in the works for several years, and was a direct response 
to the increased attendance at the park.  

The new entrance and exit on Buffalo Rd. will allow park visitors to utilize the drive towards 
the old Willardshire Rd. exit as an accessible walkway. The entrance at the wrought iron gate 
that has been used for parking in the past few months will once again be closed except for 
occasions at the mansion. This will also allow for greater access to paved walkways 
throughout the park. Gardening volunteers will have access to the roadways as they 
transport themselves and tools to various garden sites, so please be aware that while vehicle 
traffic throughout the park will be drastically reduced, park staff and volunteers will 
occasionally need to share the roads with pedestrians.  

While Covid-19 restrictions prevented large gatherings, and work was being completed on 
the parking lot, the state took the opportunity to make some improvements in the dog park as 
well. Both large enclosures are now opened, and an expanded small dog enclosure will be 
ready to open in the next few weeks.  

Getting outdoors; alone, in small groups is still the best way to stay healthy; both physically 
and emotionally as we navigate our current normal. Come enjoy the park; respect 
boundaries, and have a safe and happy summer.   

 

                   

             



 

 

 

Garden Club News: 

 

We have several new volunteers in the Knox Farm Garden Club, but can ALWAYS use more. If 
you are interested in gardening with others; we meet up at 8:30am every Thursday. Bring your own 
gloves and small gardening tools. You are welcome to “adopt” a garden, or dig in wherever needed 
on the guidance of Lisa and Audrey. If you would rather work independently at other times during 
the week, that’s great too! Contact Lisa at: dlschiff@roadrunner.com. Even though  the Mansion 
and surrounding areas are not being used for weddings at the moment, the gardens still need 
constant attention, and it’s a great way to contribute to the beauty of the park. Grab a friend and 
your gloves and join us! 

 

 BOARD NOMINATIONS 

 

 

 ATTENTION MEMBERS:  Under the By-Laws of Friends of Knox Farm State Park, Inc., the 
Governance Committee of the Board of Directors is charged with the responsibility of 
recommending to the Board candidates for election to the Board at the October Annual 
Membership Meeting.  Any member who wishes to be considered by the Committee for 
nomination, or who wishes to recommend a person to the Committee for consideration, 
should forward the name and resume of the prospective candidate to Kathleen York, the 
Friends’ Executive Director, at the following address:  P. O. Box 601, East Aurora, New York 
14052 or at admin@friendsofknoxfarm.org. Information should be submitted by July 31, 2020.  

mailto:dlschiff@roadrunner.com


 

 

 

The Mansion at Knox Farm reinvents itself! 

 

Introducing Micro-Mansion Events at the Mansion at Knox Farm! Now that small gatherings are once 

again allowed statewide of fifty people or less, The Mansion has decided to open up for small birthday, 

retirement or graduation parties, anniversaries, christenings/baptisms, showers, weddings, brunches or 

any other small celebration you can picture with your loved ones.   

‘We always envisioned this to be a casual but beautiful BBQ type event. We think we can achieve that in 

the most amazing setting of Knox in compliance with the regulations at the time. To us, adjusting scale 

and form "is what it is" in the year of 2020. During this pandemic, it is understandable and possible. 

That is what we are working our best toward! Our vision for the wedding fortunately is a flexible one.  It 

has been pre-pandemic and since the beginning.’ -Dan & Julia (bride & groom, 8/29/20)  

 

Call 716-714-9553 to book your Micro-Mansion Event today!   

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 “  

Mansion Monitors: The Friends are always looking for volunteers to assist at each wedding held 
at the mansion. This is a fun volunteer opportunity to plan with friends. Contact 
info@themansionatknoxfarm.org for details and dates.  



 

 



 

  

 

Matthew Nusstein  

Park Naturalist  

New York State Parks, Recreation and 

Historic Preservation 

 

  Knox Nature News 

 
  We finally made it to summer, albeit a summer different than most. With the changes in our lives as a result of COVID-

19, many people have turned to our parks and natural places as a retreat and place of comfort. From bird watching, to enjoying a 

quiet sit by the pond, summer in our parks offers great opportunities to connect with and enjoy our natural surroundings.   

This year marked the beginning of a 4-year project in the state called the New York Breeding Bird Atlas. This is the third 

atlas the state has conducted, with the first taking place from 1980-1985 and the second from 2000-2005. The goal of the atlas is 

to survey the extent and diversity of all the breeding birds in New York State. The data collected in this 3rd breeding bird atlas can 

then be used to compare against data collected from the 1st and 2nd. This data will help biologists understand shifts and changes in 

bird distribution, as well as critical information on where threatened and endangered species are breeding, helping to inform 

management decisions.  

Another wonderful aspect of this project is that everyone is encouraged to participate! Whether you’re new to birding or a 
seasoned veteran, everyone is invited to join and enhance their birding experience. You can be involved as little or as much as you 
want and you can do so from the comforts of your own backyard, or in your favorite park like Knox Farm! Just visit the New York 
Breeding Bird Atlas lll website to learn how to get started (https://ebird.org/atlasny/home).      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
Other websites you may find helpful while participating in this community science project are, the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology (https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/),  the Audubon Society (https://www.audubon.org/) and INaturalist (https://

www.inaturalist.org/).   

As we look to the future, be sure to keep the natural world as a place of inspiration and wonder this summer and get out 

to enjoy our special places like Knox Farm State Park. From the tallest trees to the smallest of insects there is always something to 

capture our admiration and I encourage you to share your discoveries with others. Remember, you never know what awaits your 

discovery when you set foot into nature.   

 
 
 

Matt Nusstein, Park Naturalist  

Red-winged Black Bird Nest                Song Sparrow                Bobolink 

https://ebird.org/atlasny/home
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/
https://www.audubon.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/


 

 

Friends please be aware 



 

 
Friends - Please Share with anyone you may know who is 

looking for a unique venue to hold an event.  Thank You! 



 

 

 

Your Input Matters 

 We would like to hear from you. If  you have thoughts about the park that you would like 

to share with the Friends Board of  Directors and the readers of  this newsletter, email 

them to us at admin@friendsofknoxfarm.org  We will include them in a future issue of  

the newsletter as space permits. 

P.O. Box 601  -  East Aurora  -  New York 14052 

 www.friendsofknoxfarm.org 

For VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES or TO JOIN ONLINE 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.friendsofknoxfarm.org 

*Business members are listed and linked on our website 

About The Friends of Knox Farm State Park:  

  

The Friends of Knox Farm State Park, Inc. is a not-for-profit corporation.  Our primary mission is to pro-

mote, support, preserve and protect the recreational facilities, natural habitats, permanent green space 

and historic education programs and activities that develop an understanding and appreciation for the 

Park, nature and the environment. We work under a partnership with New York State Office of Parks and 

Recreation to facilitate our mission.   

mailto:jms-friendsofknox@roadrunner.com

