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From the President 
 
 

Dear Fellow Members: 

    
This is the season to give thanks which strikes me as very appropriate for my first article. 
I am truly thankful for all of you who have pitched in during the year. From “I Love My Park 
Day” through our Holiday Art Show, we’ve had great support from our members. We can’t do 
it without you! To that end, we can use volunteers on any of our Board committees; 
Membership, Development, and Infrastructure for example. If interested please contact 
Kathleen at admin@friendsofknoxfarm.org or 805-7205.   

 

 

 
I am also thankful for our dedicated Board. This 
year two of our original directors, Peggy Cooke, 
and Sandy Roemer have stepped aside. We are 
so much the better for their many contributions. 
We would also like to thank Jeanne Viger and 
Brigid Maloney for serving on the Board.  
Thankfully, two new directors were elected 
during our annual meeting in October; Allexis 
Friess and Don Aubrecht bring with them a lot of 
enthusiasm and experience.  

 

 

 

Our relationship with the Parks department is stronger than ever thanks to Regional Director 
Mark Mistretta (who spoke at our annual meeting in October) and to our hard working park 
manager, Andy Hillman. 

Finally, I give thanks to my mentor and now past president, Paul Battaglia. Paul has been on 
the Board since the beginning and his sage guidance has been invaluable to all of us. 

As we move in to 2020 I am optimistic about our ability to further our mission. That is to 
promote and preserve the unique nature and history of Knox farm. Please join us, won’t you? 
 
Jerry Irving,  

President 

 

New Board Members 

Allexis Friess & Don Aubrecht 



 

 From the Executive Director 

As we close out the year, and I finish my first six months at Knox, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to everyone 
who has worked to make my time here valuable and productive. It has been a busy fall and I am looking forward to a 
few months to regroup and plan for the spring.  

We are executing the final push on a grant cycle that; if successful, will invest up to $150,000 into the park. In 
November, the Friend’s board resolved to dedicate $34,500 towards grant matches. This money will increasing both 
our likelihood of grant success and our ability to fund projects in the park that will have lasting value to the park 
infrastructure and to its patrons. The source of this funding is you! If you are a member or have attended the Bark 
Bash or the Holiday Arts and Crafts show, you have supported these projects. If you attended the East Aurora Music 
Fest last spring or Borderland Music Festival this fall, we also benefited from those events. Transforming that $34,500 
into $150,000 has far more value than the obvious math; it speaks volumes to the grant sources that The Friends, and 
Knox Farm State Park have a tremendous amount of community support. This is my opportunity to thank you for that 
support, and I hope to update you with exciting project plans in the coming months. 

Other development updates include a finished roof on the Guest house (near the mansion) late this fall. Very late this 
fall. The state workers spent several days in the snow completing this important project. With $10,000 in help from 
the Friends, the park was able to install the roof which will greatly improve the condition of the interior of the 
building.  

The Friends received two other generous donations this fall. The Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper organization donated 
two sixty-gallon rain barrels to the park in October. The barrels are currently in storage awaiting warm weather, but 
look for them in the spring. If you would like to know more about owning a rain barrel or about the organization, 
please visit; https://bnwaterkeeper.org/programs/rainbarrels/. 

In November, Friends received a $1,000 check from The Vogt Family Foundation with the request to support the dog 
park. The funds will be used to purchase wire fencing to repair and replace existing fencing surrounding the 
enclosure. If you have a special interest in the dog park or just want to help, we are planning on installing the fencing 
as part of “I Love My Park Day” on May 2nd! These targeted donations are greatly appreciated and have the benefit of 
improving areas of the park that are important to the donors.  

Finally, I would like to give a quick update on a topic that has received quite a bit of attention in the past few months. 
In September, New York State Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation put out a Request for Proposal for the 
adaptive reuse of a segment of the park which includes the stables, surrounding buildings, and land. The State’s 
interest is to determine whether any or all of this property can be utilized to enhance the park’s offerings while 
creating revenue to reinvest in the structural preservation of the buildings. The Friends recently answered this 
request in keeping with our mission:  to preserve and promote the unique character, history and beauty of the Park for 
the community and for generations to come. While the outcome of this process will not be determined for some time, I 
would like to assure our members that the board has worked hard to develop a proposal that would be both 
beneficial to the park and within the time and financial constraints of the Friends. I appreciate the community 
members who have reached out to discuss their concerns and encourage continued (respectful) conversations.  

2020 promises to be an exciting and eventful year at Knox Farm State Park. Your continued support of the Friends is 
vital to our mission. Do you have anything special to offer to the park? Contact me and let’s see if we can match your 
interests to a need at the park. More importantly, come and enjoy the trails, dog park, and extreme beauty of the park 
this winter. 

With many thanks and wishes for a wonderful New Year. 

 

Kathleen York  
admin@friendsofknoxfarm.org  

 

https://bnwaterkeeper.org/programs/rainbarrels/


 

 

From the Park Manager 
 
Hello Friends Group members.  It’s been great to see so many of you out in the park, 
despite the soggy fall weather!  We’ve had lots happening and more coming up.  I’ll fill 
you in as much as possible.   
 
A trail improvement project was completed and has greatly improved usability during 
wet weather.  This project involved removal of soil and adding gravel base and fine 
gravel surfacing on 3/4 of a mile of trail, running from the parking lot to the “upper 
woods” and then from the opposite corner of the “upper woods” nearly to Knox Road.  
This popular trail previously had no base or surfacing and was just a mowed path, 
which got saturated and very muddy during wet weather.   
 
The Guest House is currently getting the roof replaced.  Niagara Region Park 
Maintenance staff are performing the work, which is going quite well despite some 
colder temps and bad weather.  A big “Thank You” to the Friends Group for the 
generous $10,000 contribution toward this project, which is covering about half of the 
materials!    
 
The parking lot expansion and new entrance project was put out to bid and a successful 
bidder was identified.  The contract is currently being finalized in Albany.  We expect a 
Spring start to this project with completion during the summer of 2020.    
 
Many smaller scale projects have also been accomplished recently, including building a 
topsoil storage building, patching potholes in the entrance road, tree trimming and 
removal, trail trimming, equipment maintenance and repair 
 
Along with the many improvements, there have also been many special events at the 
park this fall.   
 
• The Borderland Music and Arts Festival took place on September 21st and 22nd and 

brought approximately 10,000 ticketed visitors to the park.  Attendees enjoyed a 
great variety of bluegrass, folk, Americana and rock musicians, as well as local 
artisans and craft & food vendors.   

• Several Cross County events were held, including High School “Sectionals” on 
November 8th, which involved approximately 1,200 participants.   

• Many popular interpretive programs were offered this fall by Niagara Region Parks 
Interpretive staff.  These fun and educational sessions were all very well attended 
and enjoyed by all participants.   

 
Finally, due to the extremely wet conditions, we will be alternating what dog park areas 
are open.  We will be closing one area at a time to give the turf a chance to recover and 
be rolled when possible.  Thank you for your patience during this process.   
 
That’s all for now.  Hope to see you all around at park! 
 
By Andy Hillman 



 

   

Holiday Arts & Crafts Show 

 

The 2019 Holiday Arts and Crafts show was held on November 9th and 10th in the Mansion. The weather cooper-
ated with a light dusting of snow to set the mood and the event drew a crowd of roughly 2,500 visitors over two 
days. Shoppers found a wide variety of merchandise for holiday gift giving. 63 vendors nestled into the rooms and 
halls of the mansion and included woodworkers, painters, paper makers, potters, candlemakers, glass blowers, 
felting and fiber artists, photographers, bakers, and jewelers. 

Many compliments were shared with organizers such as this one from Judy Weidenman, "I went to the Knox Arts 
and Crafts Show yesterday and I thought it was wonderful - the bus to the mansion arrangement and the lovely 
things in the show were excellent."  

Thanks so much to all the volunteers that filled the 85 volunteer timeslots over the weekend.  Without them, it 
would not have gone off without a hitch.  A very special shout out to the volunteers who went above and beyond 
and spent their whole weekend at the Show! Additional thanks to the three Café sponsors this year: Giancarlo’s 
Sicilian Steakhouse, Knight Studio and Encompass Agency, Inc. We are so very grateful for their generosity and 
encourage you to patronize their businesses.     -                                                                                                                                                                                             

       

  



 

  

 

Matthew Nusstein  

Park Naturalist  

New York State Parks, Recreation and 

Historic Preservation 

 

 

 

  Knox Nature News 

 
It’s hard to believe it’s winter already! With the passing of another year it is time to look back at the 

discoveries made while exploring the park this summer. 

This past year saw many exciting finds during our scheduled walks and programs. Looking back to 
June 15th, we hosted our yearly “Dance of the Firefly” walk which unfortunately was rather rainy. Despite 
the driving rain a few hardy souls came out for the hike and to our surprise were treated to a lightshow of 
thousands of fireflies, apparently undaunted by the rain. Every field and forest edge were peppered with 
the blinking beetles making the most of their short time to find a mate and reproduce. All the activity made 
for a hike that won’t soon be forgotten.  

Jumping a month ahead, our annual butterfly walk in July boasted the highest number of Baltimore 
Checkerspots seen since we began the hike three years ago. In total over 20 individuals were observed, 
which is significantly higher than the single digits normally recorded. Other highlights included Monarchs, 
Common Wood-nymphs, Great Spangled Fritillaries, Eastern Tiger Swallowtails and the usual Cabbage 
Whites and Sulphurs. A notable miss was the Common Ringlet which has always been a common find 
during the hike. For those interested the walk typically occurs on the second Sunday in July, so keep your 
eyes open for next year’s hike and join us! 

In September a new species of beetle was recorded for the park! Blister beetles, in the genus 
Meloe, have probably long been a resident of the park but being flightless ground-dwellers, are not often 
encountered. The individual we observed was found on the berries of a Jack-in-the-pulpit, presumably 
enjoying an afternoon snack. When disturbed or handled, adults can exude a skin-blistering irritant that 
gives the beetle its name. Thankfully no one on the hike was tempted to witness this defense mechanism 
firsthand. 

While the warm weather months often yield exciting discoveries, winter can be as equally 
enjoyable! A fresh coat of snow provides a blank page waiting for the story of many animals to be written. 
Join us on our winter treks to see tracks left behind and other wonderments that winter provides! 

  

 
  

Matt Nusstein, Park Naturalist  



 

 



 

 



 

 

Friends please be aware 



 

  

Knox Farm State Park 

Dog Park Rules 

 

• Use the Park at your own risk.  You are responsible for damage or injury inflicted by 

your dog(s).  Knox Farm State Park will not be responsible for problems, accidents, 

damages, or injury occurring in the Dog Park. 

• Dogs must be healthy, preferably spayed or neutered, current on all inocula-

tions, and wearing a collar that displays license tags.  Use proper area for your 

dog.  Those under 30 pounds go in the Small Dog Area; those over 30 pounds go 

in the Large Dog Area.  

• Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 

• Handler must stay with and carry a leash for his/her dog(s) at all times.  Limit is 

two (2) dogs per handler. 

• No puppies under four months are allowed.  No female dogs in heat are allowed.  

Any dog mounting another dog must be removed from the Dog Park. 

• If a dog exhibits aggressive behavior or excessive barking, it must be leashed 

and removed from the Dog Park. 

• No food, drink, or smoking in the Dog Park. 

• Training treats are allowed.   

• If your dog digs holes, please fill in. 

 

ALWAYS CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR DOG.  BAG AND DISPOSE OF WASTE IN CONTAINERS 

PROVIDED. 

 

Please enjoy the Knox Farm Dog Park responsibly.  Thank you, and have fun! 

 



 

 
Friends - Please Share with anyone you may know who is 

looking for a unique venue to hold an event.  Thank You! 



 

 

 

Your Input Matters 

 We would like to hear from you. If  you have thoughts about the park that you would like 

to share with the Friends Board of  Directors and the readers of  this newsletter, email 

them to us at admin@friendsofknoxfarm.org  We will include them in a future issue of  

the newsletter as space permits. 

P.O. Box 601  -  East Aurora  -  New York 14052 

 www.friendsofknoxfarm.org 

For VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES or TO JOIN ONLINE 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.friendsofknoxfarm.org 

*Business members are listed and linked on our website 

About The Friends of Knox Farm State Park:  

  

The Friends of Knox Farm State Park, Inc. is a not-for-profit corporation.  Our primary mission is to pro-

mote, support, preserve and protect the recreational facilities, natural habitats, permanent green space 

and historic education programs and activities that develop an understanding and appreciation for the 

Park, nature and the environment. We work under a partnership with New York State Office of Parks and 

Recreation to facilitate our mission.   

mailto:jms-friendsofknox@roadrunner.com

